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Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
Overview

Supports more than 90
programs that provide

2% HRSA does this through Every year, HRSA programs
o] grants and cooperative serve tens of millions of

health care to people agreements to more than people, including people
who are geographically 3,000 awardees, including with HIV, pregnant
isolated, economically community and faith-based individuals, mothers and
or medically challenged organizations, colleges and their families, and those
universities, hospitals, otherwise unable to access
state, local, and tribal quality health care
governments, and private
entities
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HRSA’s HIV/AIDS Bureau Vision and Mission

Vision
Optimal HIV care and treatment for all to end the HIV epidemic in the U.S.

Mission
Provide leadership and resources to advance HIV care and treatment to

improve health outcomes and reduce health disparities for people with HIV
and affected communities.
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HRSA’s Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP) Overview

* Provides a comprehensive system of HIV primary medical care, medications, and
essential support services for low-income people with HIV.

®* Funds grants to states, cities, counties, and local community-based organizations to
improve health outcome and reduce HIV transmission.
o Recipients determine service delivery and funding priorities based on local needs and
planning process.

®* Provided services to nearly 562,000 people in 2020—more than half of all people with
diagnosed HIV in the United States.

* 89.4% of RWHAP clients receiving HIV medical care were virally suppressed in 2020,
exceeding national average of 64.6%!.
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i. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Core indicators for monitoring the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative (early release): National HIV Surveillance System data reported through December 2020; and pre-exposure 4

prophylaxis (PrEP) data reported through September 2020. HIV Surveillance Data Tables [Table 5a] 2021;2(No. 2). http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/library/reports/surveillance-data-tables/vol-2-no-2/index.html. Published March 2021.



Learning Objectives

At the conclusion of this presentation, you will be able to:

* Understand the purpose, design, functionality, use, and value of the
Roots of Health Inequity course.

®* Understand the connection between social determinants of health and
its ongoing impact on the HIV epidemic.

®* Understand how a social justice approach can be used in public health
practice by a wide variety of RWHAP recipient staff and stakeholders.

®* Consider how the course can be used to strengthen the development of
internal and external strategic partnerships, with an emphasis on the
integration of equity concepts into policy and programming.
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HRSA’s Office of Health Equity
Overview

HRSA’s Office of Health Equity (OHE) works to reduce health inequities
so that communities and individuals can achieve their highest level of
health for all people. This is accomplished through the development of
strategic partnerships, internally and externally, with an emphasis on
the integration of equity concepts into policy and programming across
all HRSA bureaus and offices to positively impact the people we serve.
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HRSA’s Office of Health Equity 2
Three Key Areas

S @

Advance Health Equity

Develop and Sustain Provide and Conduct
Concepts, . i
. Internal and External Policy Consultation
Achievements, and . .
Strategic Partnerships and Research

Cultural Competence

Mission: Reduce inequities and improve health equity, especially in
vulnerable and disadvantaged populations
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‘fe,,,% Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program

7




Social Determinants of Health

Social Determinants of Health

Health Care
Access and
Quality

Education
Access and
Quality

. Eﬁ Neighborhood

and Built
Environment

Economic
Stability

Social and
Community Context
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Factors

Socioeconomic Factors

50% can
be traced
back to your

Education  Job Status Farnllnyoual Income Cc—mmunlty zip code!
Support Safety

.—[ Physical Environment

Health Behaviors

VR

Tobacco Use Diet & Alcohol Use Sexual
= Exercise Activity
pm—ct
Only 20%
include those
Health Care moments in
a healthcare
Access to Care environment
- Quality of Care

o SERVICE,

LHIRSA

Source: Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement, Going Beyond Clinical Walls: Solving Complex Problems (October 2014 Xr
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Social Determinants of Health and RWHAP

® Care coordination is a central component of Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
(RWHAP)

* In addition to the provision of core medical services, support services are also
statutorily funded to address to meet the needs of different communities and

people with HIV. P

®* Examples of Service Categories include:

o Emergency Financial Assistance
o Housing

o Child Care Services

o Transportation

o Mental Health Services
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Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) and EHE

®* The Ending the HIV Epidemic in the U.S. (EHE) initiative focuses on reducing the
number of new HIV infections in the United States by 90% by 2030.

®* SDOH contribute to wide health disparities and inequities, including an
individual's probability of acquiring an infectious disease, such as HIV, through
influences on behavior, limited access to preventive measures, and limited
access to healthcare providers or testing sites.

* Addressing SDOH through social justice approaches is a critical component of
EHE.
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Roots of Health Inequity

An Introduction to NACCHO’s Health Equity and
Social Justice Online Course

Jasmine Akuffo, MPH

Senior Program Analyst, Health Equity

National Association of County & City
Health Officials
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Jasmine Akuffo has no relevant financial interests to disclose.

Disclosure will be made when a product is discussed for an unapproved use.

This continuing education activity is managed and accredited by AffinityCE, in collaboration with the Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA), LRG, and AffinityCE. AffinityCE, LRG and HRSA staff, as well as planners and reviewers, have no relevant financial
interests to disclose. AffinityCE adheres to the ACCME’s Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education. Any
individuals in a position to control the content of a CME activity, including faculty, planners, reviewers, or others, are required to disclose all
relevant financial relationships with ineligible entities (commercial interests). All relevant conflicts of interest have been mitigated prior to the

commencement of the activity.

There was no commercial support for this activity.
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About NACCHO RYAN WHITE
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- The National Association of County and City Health Officials

(NACCHO) is the national organization representing the nearly 3,000
local health departments across the country.

- NACCHO strives to be a leader, partner, catalyst, and voice for local
health departments.

- Our efforts focus on promoting health and equity, combating disease,
and improving the quality and length of all lives.
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Health Disparities are... Health Inequities are...

e “ ..a particular type e “ .differences in the
of health difference distribution of disease,
that is closely ilIness, and death that
linked with social, are systematic, unjust,
economic, and/or actionable, and
environmental associated with
disadvantage”. imbalances in political
POWEL.” | . s oo

Sou
Principles of Equity and Health,” Intl Jrnl of
Health Services 3 (1992): 429. [paraphrased]

Healthy People 2030



https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/about/foundation-health-measures/Disparities
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Root Causes Social Determinants of Health

- Underlying social injustices that have  « The results of injustice that produce
accumulated over a long history that the conditions in which people are
cause or drive health inequities born, grow, live, work, and age

- Derive from fundamental social - Examples: lack of education, limited
disadvantage, based on imbalances access to transportation, accessibility
in political power or privilege! of healthy foods

- Racism, class oppression, and gender
Inequity

1Richard Hofrichter, “Health Inequity: A Charge for Public Health,” white paper, NACCHO Annual, July 2016.



About the Course 2

Origins
- In response to population health
practitioner need for assistance

tackling the root cause of health
Inequities

Funding

- National Center for Minority
Health and Health Disparities at
the National Institutes of Health,
California Endowment, Kellogg
Foundation and HRSA
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NACCHO

ABOUT ABOUT PREVIEW HOW TO SITE LEARMN MORE
ROOTS PROJECT | COURSE | INTERACTIVES | REGISTER | CREDITS | CONTACT
of HEALTH
INEQUITY
1 NACCHO presents
The Roots of Health
Inequity

A Web-Based Course for the Public
Healih Workforce

LEARN MORE »

1] 2| 3| 4] 5] &

What's in this Online Learning Collaborative?
As part of the Roots of Health Inequity Learning Collaborative, participants will be able to:

http://www.rootsofhealthinequity.or
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http://www.rootsofhealthinequity.org/

About the Course 3

Addresses the root causes of

health inequities and systemic
differences in health and wellness
that are actionable, unfair, and unjust

Explores social processes that
produce health inequities in
the distribution of disease and illness

Participants will be able to
strategize more effective ways to act on
the root causes of health inequity

RYAN WHITE
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NACCHO

LOGIN | FAQs | Resources | Site Requirements | Home

ABOUT ABOUT PREVIEW HOW TO SITE LEARN MORE
ROOTS PROJECT | COURSE | INTERACTIVES | REGISTER | CREDITS | CONTACT
of HEALTH
INEQUITY

NACCHO presents

M\ : The Roots of Health
Inequity

A Web-Based Course for the Public
Healih Workforce

LEARN MORE »

*a

1] 2| 3| 4] 5] &

What's in this Online Learning Collaborative?
As part of the Roots of Health Inequity Learning Collaborative, participants will be able to:

http://www.rootsofhealthinequity.or
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Purpose & Audience

. . A Web-Based Course for the Public Health Workforce
. A free educational website and

collaborative learning course for ROOTS

current and future health of HEALTH
professionals INEQUITY

rootsofhealthinequity.org

- Offers a starting place for those who
want to address systemic differences
in health and wellness that are

actionable, unfair, and unjust

19
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Desj gn

ROOTS

of HEALTH | 5 web-Based course
INEQUITY | for the Public Health Workforce

. Interactive and customizable

Home » Welcome, please log in. » Welcome, please log in

Welcome, please log in.

- Participate as a group or an individual A s e

This course contains five units that present different aspect s of social justice as it relates to public

Help Guides

health. Each unit provides an in-de pth look at a specific topic by using interactive maps and Download these visual help guides
timelines, slideshows , resource libraries, videos and interviews with practitioners. to learn how to use this online
course

- Signing-up is free; engage in it at any time T

Navigating the Units

E-mail address * Index of Course Units
Frequently Asked Questions
A valid e-mail address. All e-mails from the system will be sent to this address. The e- (FAQs)

‘mail address is nol made public and will enly be used if you wish to receive a new
password or wish to receive cerfain news or nofifications by e-mail

- Register at About the

Course

First Name =

https://members.rootsofhealthinequity.org | R

Last Name Continuing Education
. | About This Project
Enter your Iast name. Contact NACCHO
Organization ~ Preview The. Course
How To Register
Enter your organization
Organization Type *
NiA v

Ghoose an organization type.



https://members.rootsofhealthinequity.org/
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Roots of Health Inequity provides...
- A conceptual frame that links social justice to public health practice
- Resources and insights learners can share with others
- Reflections and actions for confronting health inequities

- Opportunities to collaborate and strategize with colleagues across
the country
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Roots of Health Inequity is organized into six units:

GHOLEM UNDOCUMENTED

WATER, “NAFRMD,_

Bgaﬂm gm;:! “w'%gs AR

w1 VN A VA

PREVIOUSLY BEEN BOILED.

1 2 3 4 5 6
Where Do We Start? Perspectives Public Health Root Causes Social Justice Public Health
on Framing History Narrative

And offers:

. Case studies, interactive/multimedia activities, voices from the field, and ways
to move through the content at your own pace and design



Site Engagement

West Harlem's Battle for Clean Air

In the 1950's, the Cily of New York quielly decided 1o build 2
massive Sewage ireatment piant In West Harlem. The piant
protected the Hudson River, but its air poliution made
nearty residents sick. Fed up with the community&s
skyrocketing rates of asthma and other respiratory
diseases, residents formed a coalition to confront the
gisturbing history bening the plantiis pacement and
construction

Download Audio File »
(P2 File

Download Transcript »

(FOF Fie,

ANSWER
The water is toxic because of the presence
of chemical X. The LHD will investigate the
health effects of this chemical. closely
menitor the levels of chemical X in the
water, supply bottled water or filtering

ystems in places where the level poses a
risk, and provide information to area

ians who will be the most likely to
unter patients suffering from the

effects of chemical X

REVEAL QUESTION A\

RYAN WHITE
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ANSWER

Chemical X entered the water through a
leak in a holding pond at the XYZ Mine.
The LHD will work with other government
agencies to require the company to fix the
leak, fine them for the release, ely
menitor future safety procedures, and ask
the company to pay for the required clean-
up.

REVEAL QUESTION /A

Anatomy of an
Un-Natural Disaster

In- 2005, Hurricane Katrina swept the Gulf Coast

setling off a chain of catastrophic eve wat
would change millions of lives forever. After the
levees broke, thousands irvivors—for the
most parl. Black and poor—were di ~ed and
trappéd in dismal conditions. Over 1,800 people

ihe stage set for this disa
came ashore?

Explore the deep-seated roots of this
unnatural disaster.

Switch to plain text editor

* Input format

Save

Comments (1)
Geoffrey (Geof) S...
3 days 18 h ago 1. The first two approac

reply
Reset flags

ANSWER
The water is toxic because pressure for
jobs allowed industry to develop without
adequate government regulation, corporate
structures valued short-term profits over
long-term community safety. The people
who lived nearby were poor and without the
political power to draw attention to what
was happening. The LHD will organize
residents to res mining methods that
do not use chem

mpaign to reduce reliance on energy
sources that use chemical X in the mining
proces

REVEAL QUESTION /A

23
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The Facilitator’s Guide includes..

ROOTS

. . . of HEALTH
Information for each unit of the course INEQUITY

. Tips for getting started acllliatons

- Directions for forming a learning group

- Guidance and tools to support facilitation of
social justice discussions




Course Overview 4

New companion resource, which...

Provides overview of dominant public
narratives that impact health;

Aims to develop skills for recognizing and

addressing these narratives;

Looks to advance health equity through a
social justice-based public narrative; and

Includes facilitated dialogue strategies

RY2AN WHITE

ON HIV CARE & TREATMENT

Advancing

Public Narrative
for Health Equity
& Social Justice

NACCHO

25
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Over 2,300 new users eve ry New U.S. Users: May 5, 2019 - Aug 5, 2019
3 months, including:

« Local and state health
departments

Healthcare organizations

Academia

Federal agencies (HRSA)

Community-based
organizations

1 - . 207

Faith-based organizations
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Course Results

As a Result of This Unit/Course % who Agree or Strongly Agree

| gained new insights about the issue in 81%
relation to my work

| am more aware of what needs to be 81%
done to tackle the root causes of health
inequity in my jurisdiction or how to

approach the issue

As a result of this unit/course, | am likely | % who Agree or Strongly Agree

to do the following in the near future:

Talk to my colleagues about it 76%
Change how | conduct my work, where 75%
applicable
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Some things to keep in mind...

 The Roots course can be conducted in-person or virtually

 There are several different ways to implement the course
o E.g., 1 unit over 5 weeks, 1 hour per week
o E.g., Pathways / sequencing

* NACCHO is here to provide guidance and technical assistance on how to
implement and facilitate the course



NACCHO’s Southern Initiative AN
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* Was supported by the Secretary’s Minority HIV/AIDS Initiative Fund and
administered by HRSA’s HIV/AIDS Bureau

* The purpose was to improve HIV outcomes and reduce disparities among minority
populations in the South

» Staff from the four organizations that participated in the project took Roots to:

o Increase awareness of health inequities and social injustices impacting health
outcomes

o Increase capacity to engage and serve minority populations

o Address social, structural, economic, and environmental issues impacting
implementation and success of clinical and behavioral interventions to improve
HIV outcomes



Implementing the Roots of Health
Inequity Course
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Co-creators of Knowledge

HRSA

Health Resources & Services Administration
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HRSA Roots of Health Equity

Courses Evaluations
®* 18 cohorts since 2015 * “The course helped me understand some of
e Class size: 20-25 the issues faced by populations served by my

grantees, and the challenges they face in
trying to close some of the disparity gaps.”

* “l appreciate hearing from other bureaus in
HRSA and learning about the work that they
do.”

* Bureau/office specific
offerings

* “As a Project Officer for HRSA this has made
me think about the projects | manage and
how can | support my grantees in improving
the health care of Americans through the
activities and programs being implemented.”
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Sample Activities from the Roots of
Health Inequity Course
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Activity 1 — The Social Justice Approach to Public Health

What are the characteristics of a social justice
approach to public health practice?

In this activity you will:

®* Reflect on some features of your overall
approach to public health practice.

®* Explore how a social justice perspective for
eliminating health inequity might inform
and influence that practice.

SHIRSA

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program




Activity 1 — The Social Justice Approach to Public Health

Public health practice area

®* Assuring a competent workforce

* Involvement in decision-making processes

* Building effective alliances

®* Enforce laws

® Establish leadership

®* Monitoring and surveillance

* Developing public policies and policy analysis
* Working with community residents

SHIRSA

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program




Activity 2 - Dominant Public Narratives

* Stories, explanations, or cultural practices

* Deeply rooted and widespread

* Give preference to the interest of dominant social
groups based on race, class, gender hierarchies

* Reinforce existing power relations, inequality
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Dominant Public Narratives that Hinder Health Equity

* Individualism: The self-determining individual who makes right
or wrong choices

* Avoid structural racism: Racism as overt discrimination,
prejudice, and interpersonal bias

* Prosperity=S: Equating prosperity with free, self-regulating
markets

* Government: Inherently inefficient, corrupt, and authoritarian
(weakening democracy and undermining political equality)

SRV
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Dominant Public Narratives that Hinder Health Equity 2

* Stigma - Patterns of stigmatization and “othering” make it
more likely that those groups will be treated as disposable
and less valuable, potentially making their communities
more likely targets for hazardous waste, fewer government
services, and higher levels of housing discrimination.
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Elements for Advancing Social Justice Through Narrative

® Provides a vision for a socially just society * Directs attention to the root causes of health

that is desirable, clear, and possible inequity, distinguishing between action
emphasizing mitigation vs. confronting social

®* Makes social injustice visible
injustice through social change

®* Encourages incorporating the specific

language, beliefs, values, and cultural * Demonstrates that oppression and inequality
representations of social justice, equality, are produced, not random or the result of
and democracy as a normal feature of inevitable unnamed “forces”

political objectives and practices ®* Acknowledges and reinforces the voices and

stories of those who experience social
injustice, and illustrates how they represent
the shared experience of all people

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
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Taking Action: HIV

How did/does a social justice approach promote health
equity?
®* Formed in 1987 as the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power,

ACT-UP fought successfully against stigmatization of People
Living with HIV, lack of access to medications, and increased

public understanding of the disease.

* ACT-UP worked to impact the lives of people with AIDS
through legislation, medical research, treatment, and
policies that will ultimately bring an end to the disease.

®* Ending the HIV Epidemic in the U.S.

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
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Implementing the Roots Course in the RWHAP

* Take inventory of community strengths with
stakeholder input (Unit 1)

* Promote awareness events that recognize key
moments in history that have contributed to a
legacies of social injustice (Unit 3)

* Link clients to support services that directly Q !
address the root causes of health inequity (Unit 4) o

* |ntegrate social justice approaches in client case 2.
management (Unit 5)

® Discuss public narratives that hinder health

inequity in staff meetings (Unit 6) LHRSA

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
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Summary

* Social Determinants of Health are critical components to address in
order to improve health outcomes and specifically meet EHE goals.

* The Roots of Health Inequity Course can serve as a tool to address
health inequities, facilitate social justice approaches and integrate
them into your RWHAP and EHE initiatives.

® Course activities can be used internally or externally to spark

conversation, engage in thoughtful dialogue and develop equitable
policy and programming.
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Contact Information

Gem Daus
Office of Health Equity

Health Resources and Services
Administration

Email: GDaus@hrsa.gov

Sonya Gray
Bureau of Primary Healthcare

Health Resources and Services
Administration

Email: SGray@hrsa.gov
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Sombo Pujeh
HIV/AIDS Bureau

Health Resources and Services
Administration

Email: SPujeh@hrsa.gov
Web: ryanwhite.hrsa.gov

Jasmine Akuffo

Senior Program Analyst, Health Equity
National Association of County and City
Health Officials

Email: JAkuffo@naccho.org

SHIRSA
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Connect with the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program

Learn more about our program at our new website:
ryanwhite.hrsa.gov

M Sign up for the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Listserv:
/" \ https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA
/sighup/29907

@ JHRSA
feﬂ Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program



http://www.ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/signup/29907

Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at:

www.HRSA.gov

’A" Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US:

flviolinla

LHIRSA
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Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program



http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe

How To Claim CE Credit RYAN WHITE

ON HIV CARE & TREATMENT

If you would like to receive continuing education credit for this activity,
please visit:

ryanwhite.cds.pesgce.com

2022 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & Treatment
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