
Medicare Prescription Payment Plan 
Decision Tree for Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Clients

ACE TA CENTER MEDICARE TOOL

The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was passed in 2022, and included 
significant changes to Medicare benefit design and prescription drug 
access. The new Medicare Prescription Payment Plan (MPPP) is one 
of these important changes effective January 1, 2025.

MPPP is an optional program for Medicare beneficiaries to help 
pay Medicare Part D out of pocket costs in monthly amounts over 
the course of a plan year. The program is available to anyone with 
Medicare prescription drug coverage, but is expected to be most 
helpful for enrollees who incur high cost-sharing earlier in the plan year. 

The benefits of the MPPP for Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP) 
clients are likely limited, and clients should discuss the program with 
their case manager or other RWHAP staff before deciding to enroll.

This decision tree is intended 
to support RWHAP and AIDS 
Drug Assistance Program 
(ADAP) administrators, case 
managers, and other staff as 
they work with RWHAP clients 
with Medicare Part D  
prescription drug coverage to 
decide if enrolling in the MPPP 
is a good option for them.

Visit TargetHIV.org for 
more Medicare resources 
for RWHAP clients and 
other people with HIV: www.
targethiv.org/ace/medicare

ACCESS, CARE, & ENGAGEMENT

The Access, Care, and Engagement TA Center (ACE) Technical Assistance (TA) Center builds the 
capacity of the RWHAP community to navigate the changing health care landscape and help people 
with HIV to access and use their health coverage to improve health outcomes. For more information, 
visit: www.targethiv.org/ace 

This resource supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award totaling $375,000 with 0 percentage 
financed with nongovernmental sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government. For more 
information, please visit HRSA.gov.
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If a RWHAP client can expect that all of their 
Medicare Part D cost-sharing will be paid for by 

ADAP, they should not enroll in the MPPP.  
Even if the client needs to access medications not 
on the ADAP formulary, they should keep in mind 
there is a $2,000 annual out-of-pocket maximum 

for Medicare Part D effective as of 2025.

NOYES

NOYES

If a RWHAP client is not receiving any 
cost-sharing assistance from ADAP to cover 

Medicare Part D cost-sharing and is not 
eligible for Extra Help, the MPPP may be 

helpful to smooth cost-sharing payments out 
over the course of a plan year. 

A typical antiretroviral medication for the 
treatment of HIV will come with fairly high 
cost-sharing, meaning without smoothing, 

a Medicare Part D beneficiary will reach the 
annual $2,000 out-of-pocket threshold in the 

first several months of coverage.

Are they receiving or eligible for financial 
assistance through the Extra Help 

program?

If they’re Medicare eligible, use the ACE TA 
Center’s resources to enroll them. Otherwise, 

if not enrolled in Medicare or Medicare 
eligible, MPPP doesn’t apply.

Is the individual receiving assistance paying for 
Medicare Part D RX costs through the RWHAP, 

including ADAP, or a State Pharmacy  
Assistance Program?

NOYES

The MPPP may not be a good 
option for individuals who receive or 
are eligible for financial assistance 
through the Extra Help program.

Is the RWHAP client enrolled into a Medicare plan with prescription drug 
coverage (e.g. Medicare Part D or Medicare Advantage plan with RX coverage)?

Learn more about the Extra Help 
program—and other financial 

assistance options—available to 
Medicare enrollees at: bit.ly/4h7PbqI.

Visit TargetHIV.org/ACE/Medicare

It will often be the case that Medicare Part D 
cost-sharing payments made by ADAP on behalf 
of a client will reach the $2,000 OOP maximum 

threshold fairly early in the plan year, and the client 
will have no additional costs to spread out over the 

rest of the plan year. Instead of paying that $2,000 over the course 
of a few months, the client could enroll in the 
MPPP and spread out those payments over 

the course of the plan year.

https://targethiv.org/library/ace/financial-help-medicare-medicare-savings-programs-and-extra-help-program-rwhap-clients
https://targethiv.org/ace/medicare



