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Learning Objectives 
At the conclusion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

1. Define what is meant by transnationalism and describe 
what influences transnational practices. 

2. Delineate how transnationalism impacts engagement and 
retention in HIV care and treatment among both Mexican 
and Puerto Rican populations. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to integrate transnationalism into 
intervention delivery and evaluation through tools 
including navigator notes and logs, ETAC transnational 
framework and CHS transnational checklist) 



HIV and Incarceration: 
Interconnected Epidemics 

 Puerto Rico: 
•  5th highest rate of HIV diagnoses (19.4)  
•  3rd highest rate of adults and 
adolescents living with HIV (610.0)1 

 HIV rate among prisoners was more 
than 5 times greater than among 
people not incarcerated2 

 There are 4.5 justice-involved Latinos 
for every 1 justice-involved White in 
New York State3 

 Often, the correctional system 
is the first place where justice-
involved persons are 
diagnosed with HIV. 

1) CDC HIV Surveillance Report 2014, excludes DC (rates are per 100,000); 2) CDC, HIV Among Incarcerated Populations (for 
2010); 3)  Mauer M. Uneven Justice:States Rates of Incarceration By Race and Ethnicity, The Sentencing Project. 2007  



HIV and Incarceration: 
Interconnected Epidemics 

New HIV Diagnoses & Jail Discharges Socioeconomic Status & Jail Discharges 

As reported to NYC DOHMH HIV/AIDS Registry (HARS) 
by June 30, 2011 (July 2009 to June 2010) 

Jail discharges to NYC communities by Zip code and 
socioeconomic status  (2014) 



New York City Jail System 

Vernon C. Bain Center, Bronx 

Brooklyn  
Detention Center 

Manhattan 
Detention Center 



New York City Jail System 
At a Glance 

Facilities 12 jails:  
• 9 on Rikers Island  
• 3 borough facilities  
• 2 Public hospital inpatient units 

Average Daily Population ~10,800 (2014) 
Annual Admissions 60,000 (2014) 
Released to the Community ~78% 
Length of Stay Mean = 37 days  

Median= ~7 days 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rikers Population:
90% male, 10% female
Race:
57% Black/African American
33% Hispanic
7% White



Correctional Health Services 
Transitional Health Care Coordination 

•Opt-in Universal Rapid 
HIV Testing 

•Primary care and 
treatment including 
appropriate ARVs 
•Treatment adherence 
counseling 
•Health education and risk 
reduction 

Jail-based Services 

• Discharge Planning starting on Day 2 of 
incarceration 

• Health Insurance Assistance / ADAP 
• Health information / liaison to Courts 
• Discharge medications 
• Patient Navigation: accompaniment, home 

visits, transport, and re-engagement in 
care 

• Linkages to primary care, substance abuse 
and mental health treatment upon release 

Transitional Care 
Coordination 

 
• HIV Primary Care 
• Medical Case Management 
• Health promotion  
• Patient Navigation: accompaniment, 

home visits, and re-engagement in 
care 

• Linkages to Care 
• Treatment adherence and Directly 

Observed Therapy (DOT), as needed 
• Housing assistance and placement 
• Health Insurance Assistance / ADAP 

 
 

Community-based 
Services 



Overview 
Latino SPNS at Rikers Island 

 Incorporating Transnational Framework 
• Provider training:  Culturally Appropriate 

Engagement and Service Delivery with Puerto 
Ricans: A Transnational Approach to Enhance 
Linkage and Retention to HIV Primary Care 

• Care Coordination / Discharge Planning: 
◦ Transnational checklist  
◦ Puerto Rican clients matched with Puerto 

Rican patient care coordinators 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will spend more time discussing the provider training



Curriculum Development 
• NYU’s Center for Latino Adolescent and 

Family Health (CLAFH) 
• Identification of: 
o Target audience 
o Training areas/needs 
o Strategies 
o Key models 

• Iterative process  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Target Audience – 3 groups:
Doctors, Nurse Practitioners
Nurses, social workers, supervisors
Patient navigators, care coordinators, case managers

Strategies – make interactive, use case studies

Key models – what to use to get ideas across? 



Provider Training: Key Topics 
• Epidemiological profile of Puerto Ricans 
• Interconnected epidemics of HIV & incarceration 
• National HIV/AIDS Strategy 
• Characteristics of Puerto Ricans and how they may 

affect HIV care 
• Cultural and transnational frameworks  
• Strategies to improve linkage, retention, and care 

coordination in HIV primary care  
  



Provider Training: Format 
Grand Rounds  Half Day Full Day 

  
1. Welcome and Introduction 
2. In-Depth Look at Puerto Rican 
Culture  
3. Enhancing Linkage and Retention 
to Primary Care among Puerto 
Ricans 
• Transnationalism 
• Cultural Formulation 

Framework 
4. Case study application 

  
1. Welcome and Introduction  
2. Overview of HIV/AIDS and 
Incarceration: Interconnected 
Epidemics 
3. In-Depth Look at Puerto Rican 
Culture   
4. Enhancing Linkage and Retention 
to Primary Care among Puerto 
Ricans 
• Transnationalism 
• Cultural Formulation 

Framework  
5. Case study applications 

  
1. Welcome and Introduction  
2. Overview of HIV/AIDS and 
Incarceration: Interconnected 
Epidemics 
3. Overview of Latino Population 
4. In-Depth Look at Puerto Rican 
Culture  
5. Enhancing Linkage and Retention 
to Primary Care among Puerto 
Ricans 
• Transnationalism 
• Cultural Formulation 

Framework 
• Shared Decision-Making Model 
• DECIDE 
6. Case study applications 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jail and Community
Target audiences at each level



Provider Training: Sample Slides 
  
 Culturally Appropriate Engagement 
and Service Delivery with Puerto 
Ricans: A Transnational Approach to 
Enhance Linkage and Retention to 
HIV Primary Care 
  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  







Transnationalism &  
Transitional Health Care Coordination 

• Provided by Patient Care Coordinators (PCC) 
• All PCCs received provider training 
• Transnational checklist 
o Learn about client transnational influences 
o Impact on health care 

• Puerto Rican clients matched with Puerto Rican 
PCC 

• Transitional Care and Linkage to HIV Primary Care 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TRANSNATIONAL CHECKLIST – KEY QUESTIONS
Ethnic identifier (e.g., Nuyorican, Borinqua, Puerto Rican)
Where born & grew up, where parents born
Length of time in US / PR
Where are family / friends
How often travel to PR
Healthcare & other services in US / PR
Send / receive money from PR, impact on health
Impact of ethnicity on healthcare / HIV care

Interested in PR-based services?




“Discharge” to Puerto Rico 
 People interested in being discharged to 
Puerto Rico are referred to One Stop 
Career Center 
◦CHS Workforce Capacity SPNS partner 
◦Over 60 MOUs with agencies to provide 
health care and support services  

  



Thank you! 

jwiersema1@nychhc.org  

jcruzado@nychhc.org  

pat2007@med.cornell.edu  
ajordan@nychhc.org  

mailto:jwiersema1@nychhc.org
mailto:jcruzado@nychhc.org
mailto:pat2007@cornell.edu
mailto:ajordan@nychhc.org


Obtaining CME/CE Credit 
If you would like to receive continuing education 
credit for this activity, please visit: 

 

http://ryanwhite.cds.pesgce.com  

http://ryanwhite.cds.pesgce.com/
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